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BEYOND THE STRIP IN VEGAS
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Think you know Vegas? If casinos alone come to
mind, it’s worth reconsidering. Outside the Strip's
sizzling enticements, there’s a world of nature,
food, and culture waiting to be discovered. N

WRITER KATHRYN STREETER

Natural Parks

In Vegas’ backyard, find some of Mother Nature’s best
artwork in America's most beloved parks. Just 17 miles
beyond the neon lights, experience Red Rock Canyon

National Conservation Area and its burnt orange sandstone

cliffs and Joshua trees from a hiking trail or a 13-mile scenic

loop drive.

Get an early jump from your Vegas base and drive to Death

Valley National Park (about two hours) — the hottest place

on Earth and home to eerie, primordial landscapes, including ¢
the dazzling white salt flats of Badwater Basin and the
wrinkled badlands of Zabriskie Point.

Bucket-list Zion National Park, just two-and-a-half hours
from the Strip’s nonstop hum, stuns with dramatic canyon
walls and popular hikes, such as Angels Landing and The
Narrows. Each park accepts America the Beautiful passes or
charges $20 to $35 for entry. Families and thrill-seekers alike
will find their pace on leisurely trail walks, scenic drives,

D e AT challenging hikes, and daring climbs.
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